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EXPLORING A NEW LIFESTYLE FROM OMISHIMA

The Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011 and the Kumamoto earthquakes
last year sounded a warning to Japanese society, which has been celebrating
the fruits of modernity. The overwhelming power of nature mercilessly
destroyed the modern landscapes we had confidently created. These experi-
ences provided us with an opportunity to reconsider the fundamental values
of our society, albeit at enormous cost.

The reconstruction projects that are currently carried out in Tohoku, howev-
er, are still designed based on a principle of modernity - “technology can
conquer nature.” In preparation for 2020, Tokyo is also undergoing massive
development projects that are rapidly erasing the history and memory of the
land.

We have continued to visit post-March-11 Tohoku and post-April-14 Kuma-
moto. Through dialogue with local people, we were able to reflect on our
current society, which is largely an omnipotent economy, and explored the
possibilities for a society that aims to achieve values that cannot be measured
by economical terms. In stark contrast to the apparent prosperity of the
metropolis, many residents in Tokyo wish to migrate to regional areas. In fact, a
survey by the Cabinet Office shows that nearly 50% of Tokyo residents in their
20s would like to relocate to a regional area. Rather than being interested in
owning a car or buying luxury brand clothing, they are considering ways to
share residences and office spaces as a new way of lifestyle that is seen to be
“stylish” . This suggests that young people are sensitive to the signs of an
upcoming “post-capitalist society,” which do not rely on economic wealth. The
Japanese society may experience rapid changes after 2020.

What will “a society that aims for values that cannot be measured by
economical terms” look like? We have decided to focus on Omishima, an island
located in the Seto Inland Sea, as an ideal model of such a society.

Situated in the middle of the Shimanami Expressway between Onomichi and
Imabari, Omishima has a population of approximately 6,000 people, about half
of which are elderly people aged 65 or older. This island is a typical example of
an area where the population is aging due to a declining birthrate. Without
prominent modern industries and major development projects, the island
retains its beautiful landscapes, covered mostly by mandarin orange orchards.
Taking the opportunity that appeared when Imabari City established the Toyo
Ito Museum of Architecture, Imabariin 2011, | started to regularly visit Omishi-
ma from Tokyo together with students at Ito Juku and launched different proj-
ects in order to invigorate the island. Although they are all very small steps, |
believe that these activities would provide a foundation for our endeavor to
explore a new lifestyle for tomorrow.

1. Reconsidering the meanings of “Minna no le” ("Home-for-All")

We created “Minna no le” among temporary housing units in disaster-affected areas in
Tohoku. Consisting of small wooden community centers, these are places where people can
get together, talk and enjoy a meal. We have constructed 15 “Minna no le” buildings in
Tohoku and, surprisingly, about 80 in Kumamoto for the local residents.

These buildings have a meaning that makes them more than just a place for people in the
disaster-affected areas to come and warm themselves; they are a place where “people come
together,” which is part of the essence of a public facility. On Omishima, we rented a vacant
house in the middle of the approach to Oyamazumi Shrine, renovated it together with Ito
Juku students and started using it as “Minna no le” (“Home-for-All” on Omishima). | hope to
make it a place where residents can gather by using it as a café during the day as well as a
venue for various events.

2. Revitalizing agriculture

Although citrus fruit production is the main industry of Omishima, many farmlands are
being abandoned due to an aging population. In light of this, we borrowed some of these
farmlands and turned them into vineyards. We have created a winery and are planning to
begin making Omishima-produced wine within the next several years. Here too, we have
named the winery “Omishima Minna-no-Winery"” (“Winery-for-All”). | hope to implement
the project by cooperating with local residents, and to change the publicimage of the island
at the same time to attract more people from outside the island move here and make it their
home.

Since there is a substantial number of people who have migrated to the island from urban
areas and actively working as farmers, we hope to form an organization of a loosely-bound-
ed agricultural community with them in order to rationalize agricultural production, which
we would provide support in the form of branding and sales networking. We are also think-
ing about exploring the possibilities for a self-sufficient food supply system through revital-
izing agriculture in the near future.

3. Enabling shared housing by renovating vacant homes

In order to encourage migration from outside the island, the most important challenges
that we face are to ensure jobs and housing. It is believed that there are hundreds of vacant
houses on Omishima, about 20% of which are ready for immediate use. We hope to reno-
vate these houses to create housing and offices for young people to share.

In addition to the above, we are engaging in various projects, including building and
improving accommodation facilities, developing a new transportation system, revitalizing
the approach to the shrine, and starting a school for farming and food. We hope to create a
model for a new lifestyle on Omishima through a continuous accumulation of these small
activities.
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Toyo Ito
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Bornin 1941, Toyo Ito graduated from the
Department of Architecture, Faculty of
Engineering, at the University of Tokyo in 1965,
and worked for Kiyonori Kikutake Architects and
Associates from 1965 to 1969. In 1971, he estab-
lished Urban Robot (URBOT), which was renamed
to Toyo Ito & Associates, Architects in 1979.

His major works include Silver Hut, Yatsushiro
Municipal Museum, Odate Jukai Dome, Sendai
Mediatheque, Tama Art University Library
(Hachioji Campus), Kaohsiung National Stadium
(Taiwan R.0.C.), National Taiwan University,
College of Social Sciences (Taiwan R.0.C), ‘Minna
no Mori’ Gifu Media Cosmos, and National
Taichung Theater (Taiwan R.0.C).

His project for the New Athletic Field and
Sports Park in Aomori is currently underway.

He has won numerous awards such as the
Architectural Institute of Japan Prize, Golden
Lion at the Venice Architecture Biennale, Royal
Gold Medal from The Royal Institute of British
Architects (RIBA), the Asahi Prize, the Praemium
Imperiale in Honor of Prince Takamatsu, and the
Pritzker Architecture Prize.

He has been active in reconstruction efforts for
disaster-stricken areas of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. In his “Minna no le” (“"Home-for-All")
project, 15 homes that are designed to provide
residents with cozy spaces among the post-di-
saster temporary housing units have been con-
structed up to February 2017. These houses now
have expanded their functions to serving as cen-
ters for rebuilding communities, children’s play-
grounds, and hubs for restoring the local agri-
culture and fishing businesses. In response to the
Kumamoto earthquakesin 2016, he leads the
project to build “temporary housing with ‘Minna
no le'” as the Commissioner of Kumamoto
Artpolis.

He established a private architectural school, Ito
Juku in 2011, in which various ongoing activities are
carried out to develop his vision for a future lifestyle.
On Omishima, where his museum is located, he
has been continuously promoting community
development projects in collaboration with the
local residents and voluntary students from Ito
Juku since 2012.
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